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The PSA 5.4.03 Release Note is applicable to the PSA/PSL-3000, PSL-3424, and PVA-3000 family of test 
instruments. 

Highlights 

The PSA 5.4.03 adds full PowerShell PSA support for the newly introduced PSL-3424M low cost 
programmable load instruments.   Beyond that key feature, there are very few other differences 
between the prior PSA 5.4.02 release and the new PSA 5.4.03 release. 

PSE Conformance Test Suite Tracking Service 

The PSA 5.4.03 release utilizes the same Product Keys for installing the 2-Pair and 4-Pair PSE 
Conformance Test Suites as were used for the PSA 5.4.02 release as there are no changes to either the 
2-Pair nor the 4-Pair PSE Conformance Test Suites in this release.   These keys are available from the 
Sifos website to all customers with active Tracking Service agreements. 

EA Gen1 and Gen2 Certification Testing 

Sifos is in the process of recertifying the PSA 5.4.02 software release for EA 1st party Gen1 (802.3at) and 
Gen2 (802.3bt) 4-Pair 1st party PSE testing.   In addition, Sifos plans to perform and initial certification 
of this release for EA Gen2 2-Pair 1st party PSE testing.   Because the PSA 5.4.03 software release has no 
changes affecting PSE conformance testing, Sifos will attempt to include PSA 5.4.03 in the new 
recertification. 

PSA 5.4.03 Enhancements 

Software Entity Impact Feature 

PSA Interactive Minor Expanded firmware update drop-down menu to include ability to 
update Controller Blade firmware. 

PowerShell PSA Important Added full PowerShell PSA support of the new PSL-3424M line 
of low cost programmable loads / multiplexers.    See Sifos 
datasheet PSL-3424M Product Overview.pdf for further 
information regarding this new product. 

Quick Test for PSL-
3424 

Minor Modified the PSL-3424 Quick Test to check overload response up 
to just over 1700mA when testing Type-3 PSE’s. 

PSA 5.4.03 Bug Fixes 

Software Entity Impact Feature 

PowerShell PSA Minor Corrected issue in pstatus query affecting PSL-3424 instruments 
when a 4-pair PSE powered 2-pairs on Alt-B, assigned class 
could report as “UNKNOWN”. 

Test Suite 
Reporting with 
Excel 

Minor Corrected one limit check in LLDP trace report for 802.3bt 
(single signature PD emulation).   
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PSA/PVA Firmware Versions 

PSA 5.4 software requires certain minimum versions of PSA/PSL test port firmware.   The following 
versions are the current versions for each product.  Sifos recommends updating firmware to these. 
 

PSA-3000 Controller:   ver 3.1F 
PSA-3402 Controller:   ver 3.1F 
PSA-3424 Controller:   ver 3.1F 
PSA-3002 Controller:   ver 3.1F1 

PSA-3202, PSL-3202 , PSA-3402:   
Test Port ver 4.19,  ALC ver 19 

PSL-3424 Test Port: 
ver 5.04 

PSA/PSL-3102 or PSA-3002  
Test Port ver 3.2B 

PVA-3102  
Test Port ver 3.0B 

 

 

1 PVA-3002 controller should use v3.14 unless PSA software version is 5.3.00 or later. 

PSA-3202/PSL-3202/PSA-3402 ALC Version 19  Update 

The ALC firmware within a PSA-3202/PSL-3202/PSA-3402 is a vital element affecting the instrument’s 
ability to reliably emulate all 802.3bt PD’s and to test 802.3bt PSE’s under a wide variety of conditions.   
The current version of ALC firmware is version 19 that was introduced with the PSA 5.2.03 release.   
Any instruments that are used for 802.3bt PSE testing either now or in the future should be updated to 
this version if they have not already had that update. 
 

To examine current ALC firmware version, simply open PowerShell Tcl or Wish and execute: 
psa_config  -alc 

ALC Version 19 Update Instructions 

Updating any PSA/PSL test instrument to ALC version 19 is a very simple task.   However, it should be 
performed when the instrument is not needed for a while as it will consume 10 minutes PER TEST PORT 
to complete.    It is recommended to simply run this update overnight from a PC that is not busy 
performing other tasks. 
 

To perform the ALC version 19 update to all PSA/PSL-3202 test ports: 
 

After installing PSA version 5.2.03 or 5.2.04 software, open PowerShell (Wish or Tcl), connect to 
instrument that will be updated, and execute: 
 

alc_updater_19 
 

When the update is completed, look for the indication: 
alc_updater_19: UPDATES COMPLETED !!!! 
Ports **** Updated Successfully! 


